                Questions and Responses on the Trevozah Wind Turbine   

                                              CC PParsons    

 A  planning  application for a 500 KW  ( 50m to hub, 77m to tip)  wind turbine has been lodged by Mr M Quinn. The proposed site is at Trevozah Cross, South Petherwin which is sited on the road following past the Winds Of Change and on until you arrive at a cross roads called, Trevozah Cross.The turbine will be sited in the field to the right with twin gates for its entrance. The application number is   PA 11/ 10647  and the planning officer is Adam Carlyon.  Should you wish to make any comments on this application then submit them on the website  planning.county@cornwall.gov.uk or Circuit House, St Clement Street,Truro, TR1 1DT .  The application will be considered by the South Petherwin Parish Council  on the second Wednesday of February at the Methodist Hall at 7.30 pm. The public are welcome to make comment at the council meeting or contact the parish Clerk Fran Dennison Tel: 01566 782277 email dennison08@btinternet.com.
Cornwall Councillor Phil Parsons can also be contacted on this issue on         Tel: 01566 777179 / Mob 07737008416  or email pparsons@cornwall.gov.uk  or  West Petherwin Farm South Petherwin Launceston Cornwall PL157LD.  
 Councillor Parsons has provided a list of questions and responses from the planning department on this proposed application.  To view the proposed make of turbine   the applicant, Mr Quinn has welcomed  visits to  Otterham Station. This turbine is a few meters shorter than the Trevozah Cross turbine. Also the turbine erected beside the A30 near Bodmin is the same make and similar in scale and height. 
            Questions and Responses from the CC Planning Department
1.  Noise and shadow flicker can have an impact on neighbouring properties please comment?
However, noise and shadow flicker effects would need to be quantified within any submitted planning application for the proposed development, and then assessed be the relevant Environmental Health Officer. In assessing noise impacts, PPS22 requires that a report, entitled ‘The Assessment and Rating of Noise from Wind Farms’ (ETSU-R-97), is used. Shadow flicker is assessed on the following factors:-

· the direction of the residence relative to the turbine(s);

· the distance from the turbine(s);

· the turbine hub-height and rotor diameter;

· the time of year;

· the proportion of day-light hours in which the turbines operate;

· the frequency of bright sunshine and cloudless skies (particularly at low elevations

above the horizon); and,

· the prevailing wind direction.

It is worth noting that only properties within 130 degrees either side of north (relative to the wind turbine) can be affected at these latitudes in the UK, as turbines do not cast long shadows on their southern side.

2.“If this one gets approval what will stop additional applications, two three four ?” 
There is nothing to stop additional planning applications being submitted for further wind turbines, should the current proposal receive planning consent. However, the cumulative impact of wind turbines is a material planning consideration in determining whether such proposals are acceptable or not. Policy 7 of the Cornwall Structure Plan 2004 states that “no one area of the County should be subject to domination by the cumulative effects of turbines”. It is essentially a matter of professional judgement, both by the Local Planning Authority and the relevant Landscape Architect, in determining whether a particular development is acceptable on cumulative impact grounds.

3.  “Why did this site not need a  full EA impact assessment ? What would be the reasons for a EA ?” 
The main reason for the proposed development not requiring an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is as follows:

“The scale of the proposed development is smaller than the five turbine/ 5MW threshold and the potential environmental impacts (as assessed [in the screening opinion]), notwithstanding the careful approach advocated to assessment of landscape visual impact and impact on landscape character, are neither considered complex nor significant, nor is there considered to be potentially significant cumulative impact with other similar developments in the surrounding area”.

4.“Is this a suitable site for a turbine according to CC planning department?” 
The applicant has not engaged in pre-application discussions with Cornwall Council regarding the suitability of the site for the proposed development. Whether or not a site is suitable will depend on the nature of the proposals, the advice that the Local Planning Authority receives, their own professional assessment and, ultimately, the decision that the relevant Area Committee may make.

5.Will this application have an impact upon any landscape designations? 
The site is located within the Inny Valley & Lawhitton Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV), although it is otherwise without special landscape designation. The landscape and visual impact of a turbine is usually the key planning issue, which will require careful consideration in any planning application. 
6. “How do you address flicker and noise problems if persistent?” 
Through consultation with relevant experts, such as the Council’s EHO and acoustics consultants.   

7. “Are the access roads suitable for a development of this size?” 
Access to the site would need to be quantified within a planning application for the proposed development, and then assessed by the relevant Highways Development Management Officer. The Officer’s response would indicate if the access roads are suitable to accommodate the delivery of the component parts of the development. However, the timing and frequency of HGV journeys may be controlled by planning conditions, if necessary.

8. “Do I have a right to my  view?” 
Unfortunately a person’s individual/private right to a view is not considered a material consideration in the planning system (which works in the public interest), though landscape and visual impact is taken into account in any planning application. The Government’s General Principles for the planning system are (as stated in Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Development) that:-

“The planning system does not exist to protect the private interests of one person against the activities of another, although private interests may coincide with the public interest in some cases. It can be difficult to distinguish between public and private interests, but this may be necessary on occasion. The basic question is not whether owners and occupiers of neighbouring properties would experience financial or other loss from a particular development, but whether the proposal would unacceptably affect amenities and the existing use of land and buildings which ought to be protected in the public interest”.

9. Is their a  ‘cumulative  effect’  to be considered?” 
Please see section 2 (above).

10.“What about the impact on birds, bats and wildlife ?” 
Ecological impacts would need to be quantified within a planning application for the proposed development, and then assessed by the relevant statutory consultees (including Natural England and Cornwall Wildlife Trust). The respective responses from the relevant consultees would indicate if ecological impacts have been adequately assessed and mitigated against. If not then further assessment/mitigation may be required, in order for this aspect of the planning application to be acceptable. It is worth noting that Natural England has produced guidance regarding the impact(s) of wind turbines upon bat species. This guidance states that a wind turbine should be positioned at least 50m from surrounding hedgerows, in order to safeguard the potential presence of bats. However, it should be noted that if a wind turbine is proposed within 50m of a hedgerow, it doesn’t necessarily mean that planning consent won’t be granted; it simply means that more detailed assessment is likely to be necessary.

11. “Could this turbine cause any disturbance to my TV single and if so what action will protect me from a problem arising?” 
Again, this is something that would need to be quantified within a planning application for the proposed development. Depending on the likelihood of the impact, a Television Transmission Assessment (or similar) may be required, in order to adequately assess the potential impact of the wind turbine upon television signal.

