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The Survey and Objectives
In late 2003 the concept of a Parish Plan for South Petherwin was mooted.  Throughout the next few months, discussions took place between interested parties and a Parish Plan Steering Group was convened, from the volunteers amongst us.  Shortly after this, an application for funding was made to the Countryside Agency.  Our intention was accepted and a grant received towards our Plan formulation.  Following this introduction, many meetings and ideas have been exchanged.  Resulting from these discussions a questionnaire was designed, drafted many times and then accepted.  This questionnaire was delivered by hand to all parishioners.  Two weeks later the completed forms were then collected.  After careful scrutiny, all were analysed and formatted in percentage and numbers.  

The main objectives were:

· To find out what the important issues were for the Parish population. 
· To provide a voice from the Parishioners regarding their environment.
· To pursue Local Authorities with regard to Parishioners' needs.
· To secure the adoption of Parishioners' responses from the Local Authorities.
· To establish a vision of this Parish for the future.
General Information -

People and Questions

South Petherwin Parish has a population of just less than 1,000, according to the 2001 Census, with just over 390 dwellings.  The Parish breakdown of age, from the proportion of youngest (18.5%) to the working age group (58.3%) and the oldest (23.9%) were reflected in the design of the questionnaire.  The youngest primary age group helped to create their own survey, whilst the teenagers used a video camera and interview techniques.  For the majority age group, a traditional questionnaire was formulated.  

Of the 390 households, 239 questionnaires were returned, which equates to a 61% return of questionnaires.  399 respondents (aged 18-65 plus) completed questions therein, out of an adult population of approximately 900 persons.  Therefore, the views recorded from the survey may not accord with everyone, as only 40% of the Parish population responded.  The response was very good and above average when compared to other Parish Plan results, so a big thank you to all who gave their time and effort.  It is also important to remind us that the 'village' of South Petherwin is only part of the Parish and to represent all views held throughout the Parish.

This document is arranged with the key issue first, then the proportion of people who responded to the main questions.  Actions and Partners are shown, together with personal comments/notes by Parish Plan member, Derek Pitman.  It is only a draft document - the full Plan has yet to be finalised.  PLEASE BEAR WITH US!  All items from the questionnaire that are not categorised as a priority will be reviewed and considered at a later date, should they become more urgent.  The Parish Plan and its needs will become an evolving process with time.  Certain 'quick fixes' may be done more promptly.
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The Parish of South Petherwin

The rural Parish of South Petherwin, or 'Pethern' depending how long you have lived there, lies about one mile south-west of Launceston.  It comprises the main villages of South Petherwin and Daws House and the smaller settlements of Kennards House, Trecrogo (Lane End) and Trecrogo.  Its boundaries extend north across the A30 to Trebursye including part of Pennygillam Industrial Estate.  Boundaries also extend east to the edge of Polyphant.  To the west, the Tamar tributary of Lowley Brook marks one Parish boundary with the southern boundary at Trekelland Bridge crossing the River Inney.  It is one of the largest Parishes in the area, measuring some 5,073 acres (2,054 hectares).  As previously stated, the 2001 Census recorded a total Parish population of 936 people, an increase of 201 inhabitants in the last 20 years.  The farms that surround the villages are mainly livestock farms of sheep and cattle.  There is little arable farming, apart from that used to feed animals on these farms.  Consequently, it is a joy for the country walker, for the best part of the spring and summer, to see the lambs playing in the meadows.  

Since the Jubilee Year celebrations and festivities, many more personal barbeques have taken place, along with other parties and social events.  Yearly now, we have the Scarecrow Festival Week in August when children and adults alike build their scarecrows for the competition.  A feature that is enjoyed by all, with approximately 100 exhibits each year to be judged.  You can view them still, if you are able to visit the South Petherwin Website at http://www.southpetherwin.com.  Visit the site if you can, or get someone to show you.  It's well worth the effort.  Another new feature is the Parish Magazine, now in its second year, run by a handful of devotees.  You will have read it by now, as 91% of you said that you liked it.  We are pleased that you do and hope to do better.  If one looks at the centre pages, plenty of other Parish activities and groups can be seen, which reflect the community spirit.  Well done everyone.

Parish Services and Community Facilities
The main village of the Parish, South Petherwin, has the key services of a Shop, Post Office (a well supported asset), a pub and restaurant (The Winds of Change - for good food), a daily bus service and a thriving Primary School and Playgroup.  Another important service is the petrol station/garage (Hendra Garage), which is rare in the countryside today.  It serves the main B3254 that runs through the Parish carrying over 1,000 vehicles each way, daily.  This increase in volume of traffic and speed continues to be an issue for Parishioners.  

St Paternus Church lies at the heart of the Parish and is one of the oldest Norman churches in England.  In 1872 the Methodist Chapel was built using stone from what was the old slate quarry (now the refuse tip).  Both the Cricket and Football Clubs play regular fixtures on their pitches near Kennards House.  The village pump, once the main source of water, is still a focus for all the locals giving directions within the Parish - "Go up past the village pump and follow the road!"  There are many businesses and trades people within the Parish, particularly on Pennygillam Industrial Estate.  Contact details of some of these can be found within the Parish Magazine.
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Electricity
Oil

Liquid Petroleum Gas

Mains Gas

· All of these are used in varying degrees consistent with a Rural Economy.

· All respondents use Electricity.

· Only 1% use Mains Gas (presumably nearer the town of Launceston, as there are no facilities elsewhere in the Parish).

· 23% respondents (68 people) use Liquid Petroleum Gas.

· 69% respondents (241 people) use Oil.

· 40% respondents (140 people) would be interested in a quotation for the supply of Mains Gas.

· Other sources of heating and cooking are available in the Parish.
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· To contact Gas Companies for feasibility information.

· To set up a Renewable Energy Task Group
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Public Services - Refuse & Recycling
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"Refuse collection and 

recycling is done very 

efficiently"
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"The scheme is marvellous"
[image: image20.wmf]
COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS

Generally, this scheme was thought to be satisfactory, with a few constructive suggestions.

· There were 6 requests for wheelie bins

· 5 people had difficulty manhandling sacks through their houses or down lanes.

· 3 people suggested permanent recycling bins could be sited somewhere in the Parish.

· Some people did not have space to store items for collection.

· Others suggested that more types of rubbish could be permitted for recycling.

· There were 10 replies for garden refuse to be collected.

· One person said they thought the scheme was 'MARVELLOUS.'

· [image: image21.wmf]Another said it was 'EFFICIENT'.

· [image: image22.wmf]And another said it was 'EXCELLENT'.
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· There are only slight concerns here.  Investigate further suggestions and possibilities through the Parish Magazine pages.

· Convey our congratulations to North Cornwall District Council, on their provision of excellent Recycling and Refuse collection schemes, as indicated in the responses to the questionnaire.
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Well done NCDC!
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"Vandalism from drunks

 "Speeding


"Vandalism



going home"


 Car damage


and Burglary"







 Vandalism"
· The above quotes are some of the respondents' concerns.  The word 'vandalism' is mentioned 19 times out of 58 comments.

· Of the 13 general crime comments, one particular point is raised - the need for extra Police Officers in Launceston.  One thinks a Community Police Officer is a good idea and two others would like to see a Police Officer in the villages.  

· Other issues raised were of speeding traffic from the villages to Launceston and of anti-social behaviour - youths throwing missiles at cars and other misdemeanours.  A safe play area is also needed.

· There were also several comments requesting no more streetlights, to destroy the magic of a starlit night.  



· Apply to Devon & Cornwall Constabulary to obtain actual crime statistics for the Parish.

· Consult with the Neighbourhood Watch organisers for a joint meeting.

· Organise an event with the local Police Officer and Neighbourhood Watch to discuss particular concerns.

· Do an in-house survey of specific worries and liaise with relevant authorities for action plan.

· List all useful telephone numbers as a keepsake memorandum in the Parish Magazine.

· Publish in the Parish Magazine, all actual findings.



Communications







· To inform and entertain the people of the Parish, maintaining and exceeding the current standard.

· To include respondents' suggestions in future editions of the Magazine.

· To seek and continue with advertising support.

· To encourage volunteers to participate in Parish events and to help with organising them.

· To inform and use the Website as an educational tool, to promote local events and historical interest.

· To use the Magazine, Website and Notice Boards more effectively, to maximise and publicise village news.

Employment





In this section, asking for main obstacles of getting to work, there are comments referring to too few buses and not being able to get buses at work start and finish times.  In total, there are some 15 comments referring to transport problems of some kind, out of 35 responses.

Couple this to the section on Transport, asking when buses should run and there are a total of 27 comments.  

Clearly, there is some depth of feeling in this regard, however when asked of main means of transport, only 8 people refer to the use of the bus service.  Can this indicate that if there were more buses and better timetables, more people would use them?  Questions remain unanswered - still more work to do.  


· To liaise with the local Job Centre.

· To liaise with businesses and factories on Pennygillam and the other trading estates in Launceston.

· To include a job vacancy section in the Parish Magazine.

· To liaise with Parish Councillors.

· To liaise with the relevant transport companies, for their views on existing timetables - is there room for improvement?

· There may be a vacancy for an enterprising Odd Job Person - it seems an opportunity could exist for gardening, grass cutting etc (see Good Neighbour Section).  Could this be followed up?

Good Neighbour



COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS

Is there a need to examine these claims in more detail, to identify these people, should they be in need?   Further questions now arise from these claims.  Are there people living within the community who feel insecure at home?  Are they warm at home?  Do they require special equipment?  Should everyone take time to look over their garden fence once in a while to check on the welfare of their neighbours?  

Age and mobility can be prohibiting.  It may be that some of these people are those who report they feel excluded from participating in community activities.  Once identified, suggest that event organisers personally invite them to the village Summer Barbeque, Quiz Nights and Firework Display during the Scarecrow Festival week.  


· To make further enquiries with regard to the above suggestions.

· To contact the Parish, District and County Councils with regard to care within the community.

· To endeavour to raise a support group within the community.

· To make enquiries of voluntary institutions.

· To build a neighbourly rapport.

Community Services



· To contact the NHS Dental Hotline on a regular basis for the latest information.

· To inform all Parish, District and County Councils that there is a problem and request that they should pursue this, to its resolution, on behalf of Parishioners.

· To inform the local MP of the continuing problem.  

· To request that a person in authority could write a letter to the House of Commons asking them how the earlier statement by the Prime Minister that an NHS dentist would be available to all, is progressing.  

OTHER COMMUNITY SERVICES

Between 1-7% of respondents answered the remaining Community Services questions (4-24 people).    These related to difficulty in accessing the following services.

	Service
	%
	People
	Service
	%
	People

	Doctor
	5%
	17
	Hospital
	5%
	18

	District Nurse
	1%
	4
	Health Visitor
	2%
	8

	Optician
	2%
	7
	Chemist
	2%
	6

	Physiotherapist
	4%
	14
	Home Help
	2%
	8

	Social Worker
	1%
	3
	Medical Equipment
	2%
	6

	Councillors
	7%
	24
	
	
	


COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS

If you are one of the 1-7% of the above and you feel the problem is of great concern to you and can't wait, please contact one of your local Councillors.  They could have the answer at their fingertips or can act on your behalf and address the problem at the earliest convenience.  Whilst only forming a low percentage of replies, consideration is ongoing.  All questionnaire information will be kept and evaluated.  These services are important to some people so they will be taken into account and progressed in due course.  


· Ongoing consideration of individual concerns in liaison with Parish Councillors, local bus and taxi companies and hospital car services.
· To list all useful telephone/contact numbers and display on the village notice boards and in the Parish Magazine as a keepsake memo sheet.

Community Activities and Events

RESPONSES AND STATEMENTS

Currently, the Parish has an active Cricket Team and Football Team and although both slightly short on numbers, both are successful and participate in community activity.  New members and spectators are always welcome.

Other activities within the Parish are the Skittles Group at 19% (61 persons), the Bell Ringers at 7% (21) and the Knitting Group at 5% (16).  All have good support to make one's hobby worthwhile.  Those interested in attending Church & Chapel Services are 22% (72 people).  Youth Club interest is 13% (42 people).

Country walking is supported by 38% respondents (127 people), mostly as individuals, but in recent years there have been walks arranged communally, with tea, coffee and fancy cakes as a mini-picnic at the half-way point, at one of our fellow walker's cottages.  

The Scarecrow Festival week in August had 47% support (155 people), with 55% (187) interested in a Village Barbeque.  The Firework Display night came out top at 58% (194).  A splendid response.  A Wheelbarrow Race and Bicycle Race were suggested by 20% and 17% respectively.  An Easter Egg Hunt in the spring interested 28% (84 people).   Other suggestions included film evenings, car boot sales, exercise clubs, quiz nights, young people's 'ground force', village fetes, live music/dances and historical events.

Finally, 16% of respondents feel excluded from participating in community activities.  On this negative side, the comments on reasons for exclusion ranged from 14 people living on fringe of the Parish and never hearing of activities, to 15 giving old age/infirmity as the reason for not attending.  Some people feel they live closer to Tregadillet or Lewannick, so attend community events there.  A further 4 people have work commitments that preclude their participation.  



· To promote the Cricket & Football Club teams and fixtures via the notice boards and Parish Magazine pages.
· Continued support and promotion of the Skittles Group, Bell ringers, Knitting Group and Youth Club - these are all successful and established clubs within the community.
· To advertise within the Parish Magazine and notice boards the dates of Spring, Summer and Autumn Village Walks.  
· To continue with the Scarecrow Festival week in August, with as many other attractions as we can find organisers for.  
· Continue with the highly popular Fireworks display as a finale to Scarecrow Week.
· Seek organisers for a Village Barbeque - this could include the whole community.
· Consider all other activity suggestions for future events.  It may be that some activities are already available in Launceston. Local discussion required.  Need to find people with relevant training and skills to make some events happen in the Parish.
· To approach the landlord of the Winds of Change for venue assistance.

Parish Amenities

The questionnaire asked if people used amenities frequently or occasionally.  Most respondents, 59% (up to 224 people) say they use the Village Shop/Post Office frequently to occasionally for some of their grocery shopping.  Some 89 people (24%) rely on the Post Office for their pensions and other benefits or services.  

Up to half the respondents (183 people) use the services offered on Pennygillam Industrial Estate.  

Up to one third of respondents, some 122 individuals use the services of the village Garage/Petrol Station.

Between 7% (frequently) and 62% (occasionally), that is 25-233 people, use the facilities offered by the Public House.  

If there were a local Cinema, up to 175 people said that they would like to go there.  Whilst those wishing to go to Church services ranged from 35 persons (frequently) to 166 who would visit occasionally.  

Respondents who would support an outdoor children's play area rated highly at 85% (315 individuals) and those in favour of a skateboard park were 62% (228 people).  


COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS

· Regarding the Shop/Post Office, Garage/Petrol Station, Public House, Church & Chapel, it is imperative that we support these services as much as we can, plus that little bit more, for should they close through lack of custom, the heart will be torn from within the community.  

· The children's outdoor play area and/or skateboard park has aroused tremendous interest in respondents and is supported by the Youth DVD and Primary School Survey.  71 comments suggest that this should be located in a central village area that is deemed safe for unsupervised children.

· The area indicated for this site is the field (which used to be the old play area) between the Shop and the Public House, a location supported by 52 out of 71 respondents.  

· Alternatively, there were 11 respondents suggesting that the play area should be sited in or near the School grounds.


· To re-investigate the possibility of acquiring a safe playground in the Parish, taking into account potential noise problems and all relevant safety legislation.  Liaison with Parish Council and local landowners.  

· Research the legislation, costs and viability of showing films at a venue in the Parish or in Launceston.

Traffic, Road Safety and Transport

STATEMENTS, COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS

Two thirds of respondents think the current speed limit of 30mph through the villages is satisfactory, if adhered to and was enforced in the interest of pedestrian/motorist safety.  


However 32% (123 people) are not happy with the current speed restrictions.  Some would like it reduced to 25 or even 20mph, as indicated by 4 respondents in the comments section.  Also 18 comments directly relate to the need for greater emphasis on extra Slow Down signs and traffic calming measures.  One third of respondents think there is a need for a pedestrian crossing somewhere between the shop and the school.  

Between 68% and 73% (around 263 people) believe the roads, pavements and road signs are generally in a satisfactory condition.  Although concern is indicated regarding cars parked on the roads and children playing between parked cars.   12 people suggest that cars should be prohibited from parking on the main road, particularly near the shop, whereas other comments state this action would remove an existing traffic calming measure, allowing cars to speed along the entire village road.  Suggestions for extra parking raised 55 comments, ranging from parking when voting to creation of additional spaces elsewhere (ie near the shop).


Bikes, scooters and skateboards on the roads and pavements are perceived as safety hazards by between 120 and 201 respondents, with the main area of concern either side of the shop.  

83.5% respondents used a car as the main means of transport, 8.5% walk (total 346 people).  The remaining 7% use a combination of car, taxi, walking, bicycle, bus and horse.  44 people use the Bus Service and are happy it meets their needs.  Only 8 people use the bus to travel to work (see Employment section).  Comments include suggestions for more frequent buses during the day and services to more destinations.  321 respondents do not use the local Bus Service.  Approximately 100 people state that the Bus Service does not meet their needs, generally citing the timetables as inappropriate.   Approximately 167 respondents use the Taxi Service and feel it generally meets their needs.  Concern was also expressed that taxi availability during school start and finish times is difficult, due to the Taxi Charter commitment to school pupils.  


· To liaise with Cornwall County Council (Highways) and re-examine the issue of a Pedestrian Crossing within South Petherwin village.

· To contact the Road Safety Camera Unit at Devon & Cornwall Constabulary for advice.

· To liaise with Parish Council regarding possible provision of additional parking spaces.

· To communicate with all relevant partners/agencies to consider the introduction of reduced speed limits and traffic calming architecture in the villages.

Environment





OTHER ISSUES

Eyesores rated 18% (60 respondents) made 41 comments in this section that could be assessed to see if something can be done.  

An even split regarding waste bins, 32% for, 34% against and 34% don't know.  However, there were 33 comments on suggested sites for waste bins.  These were evenly distributed throughout the Parish from Daws House to South Petherwin School.  Concerns were expressed on who will empty the bins and how much extra cost would be incurred.  

Half the respondents know of the Parish's only footpath from South Petherwin to Tregadillet (and under the A30!).  One third of respondents would like to see the ancient pathway from South Petherwin to Trecrogo re-opened.  NB: Should this happen, it is likely to be the only possible extension of a footpath.  Local landowners already allow responsibly organised walks to take place over their land.

45% respondents would like to see more pavements in the Parish.  NB:  As this is an existing country Parish and not a new urban development, the cost is likely to be prohibitive.

Outdoor benches rated 24% (82 people) with locations basically anywhere there is space, but particularly in the Churchyards, where the elderly can sit when on their visitations.  


· A number of issues are already being addressed.  However, liaison to take place with NCDC Environmental Health Dept to obtain additional dog waste bins.
· To investigate donation/sponsorship options for funding the purchase of outdoor bench(es) for the benefit of parishioners.

Housing

According to the 2001 Census, "Many rural people are unable to buy their own houses locally, while there is a shortage of affordable housing and private rented housing."  Affordable housing is considered to be housing which is available for rent or sale at a price level below the going market rate and which is related to the ability to pay by those in local housing need.  6 affordable homes for sale or rent have been built in Lewannick Parish and no affordable homes have been built in the other Parishes in the South Petherwin Ward between 1991/92 and 2003/04. 


There are 16 people who would like to buy a house and 5 who would like to buy a flat.  3 people would like to rent a property.  Preferred properties are those with 3 bedrooms (10 people), followed by 2 bedroom properties (9) and 4-5 bedroom properties (6).

4 people say that no more housing should be built due to inadequacy of school capacity and other infrastructures, such as parking, transport and play area.   There are others who also feel that the current development is now sufficient.

2 people say that they would hope their children would have a future within South Petherwin in adulthood.


· To liaise with NCDC and Parish Council regarding the issue of affordable housing.  

· To encourage communication between parishioners, so that any properties that become available to rent or buy are advertised within the Parish or by word of mouth.
· To investigate any additional possibilities for housing provision, in conjunction with local authorities/agencies and lobby MP's to raise awareness of the issue.

Village Hall

The Village Hall is in a serious state of disrepair and neglect.  It requires extensive modernisation to meet new regulations for Wheelchair Access, Health & Safety and Hygiene.  The Hall is mainly used for Skittles evenings, monthly Parish Council Meetings and as a Polling Station during elections.

· 169 respondents (37%) would support a refurbishment/upgrading programme.  

· 180 respondents (51%) would support selling the hall as a building site and with the proceeds build another hall elsewhere should a site be found.  Concerns were expressed regarding funding and ongoing income for such an extensive project. 

· 59 respondents currently use the Village Hall.  There were 64 reasons for not using it, including comments that it is old, unattractive, cold, dirty, unwelcoming and in a slow state of decay.  10 other people live on the outskirts of the Parish and use Tregadillet or Lewannick Halls.   11 others said they were unaware of events there.  Others were too busy to attend functions.  14 respondents say there are no activities of interest to them and 6 say they are too disabled or elderly to go to events.

· NB: Over 50% of Parishioners did not respond to the questionnaire, so together with the percentage that responded negatively, this may indicate that there is a general lack of community support for a Village Hall.  This is highlighted to raise awareness of the potential cost implications.

COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS 

· Modernising the existing hall using Parish volunteers and enlisting the help of local trades people at a minimal cost.  This would be a lower budget alternative to employing a surveyor/architect to oversee the project.

· Demolishing the existing hall and using the spacious site as a children's play area with swings, roundabouts and seesaws, providing a safe area away from the main road.  This could be a solution, even a temporary one.  

· Removing the hall and selling to a builder, or constructing 2 affordable houses on the site.

· Using the Methodist Chapel Hall as an alternative, as it is already in perfect order, clean and tidy with all the facilities and reasonable rates of hire.  This would eliminate competition between two halls that could be detrimental to both.  


"Could you sell the Hall and use the money to improve the Methodist Hall, The School Hall and provide a playground."

"The new hall should be situated between the Pub and the Shop.  To include a play area, benches and a car park."

Village Hall (Continued)

There are problems facing the Parish and decisions to be made on whether the current Hall should be modernised and repaired, or whether a new build project should occur and where.  This is likely to be a contentious and emotive issue and must be taken forward with care and consideration.  

The ultimate future of the existing Village Hall rests with the decision of the Village Hall Committee.  A properly constituted Village Hall Meeting would need to be arranged and then a 75% vote of support would be required to secure any change of use. 



· Liaise with the Parish Hall Committee and the Parish Council to discuss this problem and how best to proceed with any action plan.  

· To resolve the issue of whether a Village Hall would still be sufficient for the Parish, for example should there be newer and different facilities such as those of a Community Centre?  

· Each option to be considered, such as site viability, funding, design of any new building, facilities to offer, access issues and feasibility and then presented to Parishioners to enable them to make an informed judgement on which option they feel would best suit their Parish.

· To link any plans for the Hall with other identified needs in the Parish, such as the children's play area and additional parking facilities.  


FEAR OF CRIME


Of the responses in the Crime Concern section, there are 58 entries listing all manner of crime concerns.  This may not however reflect the actual crime happenings within the Parish.
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Public Services - Lighting, Heating & Cooking   


  �





There are four main service utilities used for lighting, heating and cooking throughout the Parish








There are 340 persons, that is 94% of Respondents who are satisfied with the Refuse Collection Service.





There are 308 persons, that is 83% of respondents, who use the Kerbside Recycling Scheme, of whom 208 consider the scheme meets their needs.  











Crime and Police
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36% respondents (129 people) are concerned and worried about crime happening within the Parish.  In these modern times, we can understand their fears.  





59% respondents (215 individuals) do not think there is adequate Police presence in the Parish.





One third of respondents (116 people) say they have tried to contact the Police.





However 53% respondents (188 people) do not consider it a great worry to them, but are not complacent with the threat.





One respondent says we live in a safe area but now is the time to make it safer.  We can all play our part.





36 people commented on unsafe areas in relation to crime.  These were identified generally as those areas of the Parish that are unlit and away from main street lighting.





Crime statistics could later show that these areas are not intrinsically unsafe, but only scary within one's imagination.





"We live in a safe area"





PARISH MAGAZINE


The Parish Magazine was introduced to the community just over a year ago and is a thriving and well-read magazine as indicated by over 91% of respondents.  This statement is backed up by the favourable comments received on magazine delivery days.  The magazine is funded by advertisements placed within its pages, by local businesses and trades people.  This has enabled us to cover printing costs for all issues over the past 12 months, to see us through until we do the rounds again.  All manner of diary dates, news, facts and fixtures are printed inside for the community benefit and we are grateful for the suggestions for future issues.  What we are short of however, is actual suggestions to be sent in, as pen to paper articles.  Please give it a try.
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PARISH WEBSITE


Now to the South Petherwin Website, also a new innovation.  For information, education and enjoyment.  Do have a go at it, or get someone to show you.  You will be pleasantly surprised.








PARISH NOTICE BOARDS


With reference to another method of communication, we turn to the villages' notice boards, very well used, but now rather old and in need of replacing.  Fear not, for plans are afoot for improved notice boards - please watch this space.
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More than half of all questionnaire respondents, some 150 people said that they would like to see more job opportunities within the Parish.  





However only 23 people are seeking work, so presumably a lot of others would prefer to work nearer to home, which is understandable.  





The type of work sought within the Parish namely administrative, driving and HGV driving can be found within the Parish and on Pennygillam Industrial Estate.  





However, the main and overriding problems people have of getting to and from work is transport.  








WORKPLACES





168 people responded to this question.





72 work in Launceston, 35 in South Petherwin.  33 work elsewhere, locally in Cornwall.  28 work outside the County, for instance, Gloucester, London, Sussex and Devon.  





One person cites low wages as their concern, another a lack of childcare and 2 others reflect their age as the obstacle to finding work.  





"Too few buses"





"Child care needed."





There were 3 questions asked - (1) do you know of anyone who would benefit from a friendly caller; (2) who would need help with their shopping and (3) or help with their gardens.





The responses were that 47-60 people said they 'KNEW' of people who needed help in these categories.  However, this is unclear as Good Neighbour comments do not reflect this.  





There were 8 comments in this section:


One would like help because he is lazy(!)


Two people think that others might appreciate this service, but don't know of anyone.


Two people would appreciate a reasonably priced gardener.


One person has noticed untidy gardens and assumes they need help.


One person recently widowed has expressed a feeling of isolation.  


Some new residents did not know many people.  











NATIONAL HEALTH DENTIST





Over half of the respondents, (181 people) have indicated the problem they have in accessing a National Health Dentist.  Of the 33 comments in the Community Services section, 15 refer to the lack of an NHS dentist locally.





ACTIVITIES





There are already existing within the community, many 'good neighbour' functions that take place on a regular basis, such as:





Lunch Clubs


Prayer Groups


Knitting Groups and


Youth Events - Youth Club


	           - Kids Club


For more details, see the centre pages of the Parish Magazine.
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"Litter and dog mess.


Totally unacceptable."





COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS





This is a 'quick fix.' The community can help itself with this issue, after all - who else will do it, or shall we continue to live with this squalor?  The areas affected are listed within the questionnaire analysis and should not take long to clean up.  Once cleaned up, it is up to education and peer pressure to maintain the environment in a clean, tidy and healthy state.  People should take responsibility for their own litter and pets.  It is not too much to ask. 
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People currently seeking housing in the Parish form 4% (13 respondents) and people likely to be seeking housing within the next 5 years is 7% (24).  Conversely, more than 93% are settled within their properties.  





The cost of housing is a concern raised by 38 people.  Just over a third of respondents think that development should continue on suitable sites, with a mixture of both open market and affordable housing.  


Affordable housing is an issue raised by 8 people.  
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We need a village hall





Not enough community spirit





Make use of Methodist Hall





Depends on economics





"Bottle Bank required."
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